States’ Farm Animal Welfare Statutes: Connecticut

Current with all enactments of the 2020 Regular Session, the 2020 July Special Session, and the 2020
September Special Session.

§ 22-328. Enforcement. Animal control officers. Expenses. Training of animal control
officers. Reimbursement. Training program curriculum. Issuance of certificate.
Continuing education requirement

(a) The commissioner is authorized to enforce the provisions of this chapter and
chapters 4361 and 436a2 and the regulations adopted thereunder in accordance with
the provisions of such chapters and chapter 54.3

(b) The commissioner shall appoint, as provided by chapter 67:4 (1) A Chief State
Animal Control Officer; (2) an Assistant Chief State Animal Control Officer, who shall
perform all the duties of the Chief State Animal Control Officer in such officer's absence
or inability, or at such officer's direction; and (3) not more than twelve state animal
control officers and as many regional animal control officers and assistants as may be
deemed necessary to insure, subject to the commissioner's direction, the enforcement of
the provisions of this chapter and chapters 436 and 436a and the enforcement of
regulations adopted by the commissioner. The expenses incurred in the administration
of this chapter and chapters 436 and 436a shall be paid from dog funds in the custody of
the State Treasurer which have been received from the several municipalities and from
the commissioner for the same fiscal year as the expenses are incurred.

(c) No person may begin serving in the position of state, regional or municipal animal
control officer on or after July 1, 2012, unless such person (1) has completed a training
program that meets the requirements of subsection (d) of this section and received a
certificate of such completion from the commissioner pursuant to subsection (e) of this
section, or (2) submits an affidavit to the commissioner agreeing to complete such a
training program not later than one year after beginning such position. The
commissioner shall reimburse each person completing such a training program for the
costs of the program, from the animal population control account established in section
22-380g.

(d) Not later than July 1, 2012, the commissioner shall prescribe the standards and
curriculum for a training program for persons interested in serving in the position of
animal control officer or appointed on or after July 1, 2012, to such position. Such
training program shall consist of eighty or more hours of instruction. The curriculum for
such program shall include the following topics:

(1) Animal identification;

(2) State laws governing animal control and protection and animal cruelty;
(3) Animal health and disease recognition, control and prevention;
(

4) The humane care and treatment of animals;



(5) Standards for care and control of animals in an animal shelter;
(6) Standards and procedures for the transportation of animals;

(7) Principles and procedures for capturing and handling stray domestic animals
and wildlife, including principles and procedures to be followed with respect to an
instrument used specifically for deterring the bite of an animal,

8) First aid for injured animals;
9) Documentation of animal cruelty evidence and courtroom procedures;
10) Animal shelter operations and administration;

11) Spaying and neutering, microchipping and adoption;

13) Search warrants and affidavits;

14) Civil liability for the animal control officer;

(

(

(

(

(12) Communications and public relations;
(

(

(

(1

3)
)
15) Crisis intervention and officer safety; and
6) Any other topics pertinent to animal control and animal shelter personnel.

(e) Upon satisfactorily completing such training program, a person shall submit evidence
of such completion to the commissioner, and the commissioner shall issue a certificate
to such person. The certificate shall contain the person's name, the name of the training
program and the date of completion. The commissioner may charge a reasonable fee to
cover the cost of issuance of such certificate. The commissioner shall maintain records
to document compliance with subsection (c) of this section.

(f) Each animal control officer shall complete a minimum of six hours of continuing
education related to the duties of an animal control officer in each calendar year. The
commissioner shall adopt regulations, in accordance with the provisions of chapter 54,
concerning the implementation of such continuing education requirement.

§ 22-329. Prevention of cruelty to dogs and other animals

The commissioner, the Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer, any
municipal animal control officer or any law enforcement officer may interfere to prevent
any act of cruelty upon any dog or other animal, and any person who interferes with or
obstructs or resists the commissioner or any such officer in the discharge of such duty
shall be guilty of a class D misdemeanor.

§ 22-329a. Seizure and custody of neglected or cruelly treated animals. Vesting of
ownership of animal. Animal abuse cost recovery account

(a) The Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer or any municipal or
regional animal control officer may take physical custody of any animal when such
animal control officer has reasonable cause to believe that such animal is in imminent
harm and is neglected or is cruelly treated in violation of section 22-366, 22-415, 53-247,
53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 53-252, and, not later than ninety-six hours



after taking physical custody, shall proceed as provided in subsection (c) of this section,
except that if, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian or the State Veterinarian, at any
time after physical custody of such animal is taken, such animal is so injured or diseased
that it should be destroyed immediately, such officer may humanely destroy or cause
such animal to be humanely destroyed.

(b) The Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer or any municipal or
regional animal control officer may take physical custody of any animal upon issuance of
a warrant finding probable cause that such animal is neglected or is cruelly treated in
violation of section 22-366, 22-415, 53-247, 53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or
53-252, and shall thereupon proceed as provided in subsection (c) of this section except
that if, in the opinion of a licensed veterinarian or the State Veterinarian, at any time after
physical custody of such animal is taken, such animal is so injured or diseased that it
should be destroyed immediately, such officer may humanely destroy or cause such
animal to be humanely destroyed.

(c) Such officer shall file with the superior court which has venue over such matter or
with the superior court for the judicial district of Hartford at Hartford a verified petition
plainly stating such facts of neglect or cruel treatment as to bring such animal within the
jurisdiction of the court and praying for appropriate action by the court in accordance
with the provisions of this section. Upon the filing of such petition, the court shall cause a
summons to be issued requiring the owner or owners or person having responsibility for
the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at the time and place named.

(d) If physical custody of an animal has been taken pursuant to subsection (a) or (b) of
this section and it appears from the allegations of the petition filed pursuant to
subsection (c) of this section and other affirmations of fact accompanying the petition, or
provided subsequent thereto, that there is reasonable cause to find that the animal's
condition or the circumstances surrounding its care require that temporary care and
custody be immediately assumed to safeguard its welfare, the court shall either (1) issue
an order to show cause why the court should not vest in some suitable state, municipal
or other public or private agency or person the animal's temporary care and custody
pending a hearing on the petition, or (2) issue an order vesting in some suitable state,
municipal or other public or private agency or person the animal's temporary care and
custody pending a hearing on the petition. A hearing on the order issued by the court
pursuant to subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection shall be held not later than fourteen
days after the issuance of such order. The service of such order may be made by any
officer authorized by law to serve process, state police officer or indifferent person and
shall be served not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and time of such hearing.
If the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal is not
known, notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be given by publication in a
newspaper having a circulation in the town in which such officer took physical custody of
such animal not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and time of such hearing.

(e) If physical custody of an animal has not been taken pursuant to subsection (a) or (b)
of this section, and the Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer or any
municipal or regional animal control officer has reasonable cause to believe that an
animal is neglected or is cruelly treated in violation of section 22-366, 22-415, 53-247,
53-248, 53-249, 53-249a, 53-250, 53-251 or 53-252, such animal control officer may file



a petition with the superior court which has venue over such matter or with the superior
court for the judicial district of Hartford at Hartford, plainly stating such facts of neglect or
cruel treatment as to bring the animal within the jurisdiction of the court and praying for
appropriate action by the court to ensure the welfare of the animal including, but not
limited to, physical removal and temporary care and custody of the animal, authorization
of an animal control officer or a licensed veterinarian to provide care for the animal on
site, vesting of ownership of the animal, the posting of a bond in accordance with
subsection (f) of this section and the assessment of costs in accordance with subsection
(h) of this section. Upon the filing of such petition, the court shall cause a summons for
an order to show cause to be issued requiring the owner or owners or person having
responsibility for the care of the animal, if known, to appear in court at the time and place
named. If the owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal
is not known, notice of the time and place of the hearing shall be given by publication in
a newspaper having a circulation in the town where the animal is located not less than
forty-eight hours prior to the date and time of the hearing. If it appears from the
allegations of the petition filed pursuant to this subsection and other affirmations of fact
accompanying the petition, or provided subsequent thereto, that there is reasonable
cause to find that the animal's condition or the circumstances surrounding its care
require the immediate removal of the animal from the owner or owners or person having
responsibility for the care of the animal to safeguard its welfare, the court shall issue an
order vesting in some suitable state, municipal or other public or private agency or
person the animal's temporary care and custody pending a hearing on the petition which
hearing shall be held not later than ten days after the issuance of such order for such
temporary care and custody. The service of such order may be made by any officer
authorized by law to serve process, state police officer or indifferent person and shall be
served not less than forty-eight hours prior to the date and time of such hearing.

(f) If the court issues an order vesting the animal's temporary care and custody in some
suitable state, municipal or other public or private agency or person, the owner or
owners shall either relinquish ownership of the animal or post a surety bond or cash
bond with the agency or person in whom the animal's temporary care and custody was
vested. The surety bond or cash bond shall be in the amount of five hundred dollars for
each animal placed in the temporary care or custody of such agency or person and shall
secure payment for the reasonable expenses of the agency or person having temporary
care and custody of the animal in caring and providing for such animal until the court
makes a finding as to the animal's disposition under subsection (g) of this section. The
requirement that a bond be posted may be waived if such owner provides satisfactory
evidence that such owner is indigent and unable to pay for such bond.

(9) (1) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, it
shall vest ownership of the animal in any state, municipal or other public or private
agency which is permitted by law to care for neglected or cruelly treated animals or with
any person found to be suitable or worthy of such responsibility by the court.

(2) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is so injured or diseased that it
should be destroyed, the court may order that such animal be humanely
destroyed.



(3) If, after hearing, the court finds that the animal is not neglected or cruelly
treated, it may cause the animal to be returned to its owner or owners or person
having responsibility for its care or, if such owner or owners or person is
unknown or unwilling to resume caring for such animal, it may vest ownership of
the animal in any state, municipal or other public or private agency or person
found to be suitable or worthy of such responsibility.

(4) If the court makes a finding under subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection less
than thirty days after the issuance of an order of temporary care and custody and
the owner of the animal has posted a bond, the agency or person with whom the
bond was posted shall return the balance of such bond, if any, to the owner. The
amount of the bond to be returned to the owner shall be calculated at the rate of
fifteen dollars per day per animal or twenty-five dollars per day per animal if the
animal is a horse or other large livestock for the number of days less than thirty
that such agency or person has not had temporary care and custody of the
animal less any veterinary costs and expenses incurred for the welfare of the
animal.

(5) If the court makes a finding under subdivision (3) of this subsection after the
issuance of an order of temporary care and custody and the owner of the animal
has posted a bond, the agency or person with whom the bond was posted shall
return such bond to such owner.

(h) If the court finds that the animal is neglected or cruelly treated, the expenses incurred
by the state or a municipality in providing proper food, shelter and care to an animal it
has taken custody of under subsection (a) or (b) of this section and the expenses
incurred by any state, municipal or other public or private agency or person in providing
temporary care and custody pursuant to an order vesting temporary care and custody,
calculated at the rate of fifteen dollars per day per animal or twenty-five dollars per day
per animal if the animal is a horse or other large livestock until the date ownership is
vested pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (g) of this section shall be paid by the
owner or owners or person having responsibility for the care of the animal. In addition, all
veterinary costs and expenses incurred for the welfare of the animal that are not covered
by the per diem rate shall be paid by the owner or owners or person having responsibility
for the animal.

(i) If the court vests ownership of the animal in the Commissioner of Agriculture or a
municipality, the commissioner or the municipality may conduct or participate in a public
auction of the animal under such conditions the commissioner or the municipality deems
necessary or the commissioner or the municipality may consign the animal to an auction
or sell the animal through an open advertised bid process whereby bid price and
demonstration of sufficient knowledge and ability to care for such animal are factors for
the commissioner's or municipality's consideration. All moneys collected from the sale of
animals sold by the Commissioner of Agriculture through such open advertised bid
process shall be deposited in the animal abuse cost recovery account established in
subsection (j) of this section. All moneys collected from the sale of animals sold by a
municipality through such open advertised bid process shall be deposited by the town
treasurer or other fiscal officer in the town's general fund. The commissioner or the



municipality may also vest ownership of any such animal in an individual or a public or
private nonprofit animal rescue or adoption organization.

(i) There is established a separate, nonlapsing account within the General Fund, to be
known as the “animal abuse cost recovery account”. All moneys collected from sales at
public auction of animals seized by the Department of Agriculture pursuant to this
section shall be deposited into the account. Deposits of moneys may be made into the
account from public or private sources, including, but not limited to, the federal
government or municipal governments.

(k) Notwithstanding any provision of the general statutes, any moneys received by the
Department of Agriculture pursuant to subsection (j) of this section shall be deposited in
the General Fund and credited to the animal abuse cost recovery account. The account
shall be available to the Commissioner of Agriculture for the purpose of the housing,
care and welfare of any animal seized by the department, until final disposition of such
animal. Additionally, the account may be used for the purpose of providing
reimbursement to any municipality for the costs of providing temporary care to such
animal if such temporary care exceeded thirty days in duration and such costs exceeded
the amount of any surety bond or cash bond posted pursuant to subsection (f) of this
section provided the total annual reimbursement to municipalities from said account for
such purpose shall not exceed twenty-five thousand dollars. Nothing in this section shall
prevent the commissioner from obtaining or using funds from sources other than the
account for the housing, care and welfare of any animal seized by the department
pursuant to this section.

§ 22-329b. Reporting of neglected or cruelly treated animals

(a) Any animal control officer appointed pursuant to section 22-328, 22-331 or 22-331a
who (1) has reasonable cause to suspect that an animal observed in the course of the
officer's employment is being or has been harmed, neglected or treated cruelly in
violation of section 53-247, or (2) files a verified petition with the Superior Court pursuant
to section 22-329a shall make a written report to the Commissioner of Agriculture in
accordance with subsection (b) of this section.

(b) The written report shall be made by the officer as soon as practicable, but not later
than forty-eight hours after the officer has reasonable cause to suspect that an animal
has been harmed, neglected or treated cruelly pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection
(a) of this section or has filed a verified petition. Each written report shall contain, if
known: (1) The address where the animal was observed and the name and address of
the owner or other person responsible for care of the animal; (2) the name and a
description of the animal; (3) the nature and extent of the harm to, neglect of or cruelty to
the animal; (4) the approximate date and time such harm, neglect or cruelty occurred; (5)
any information concerning any previous harm to, neglect of or cruelty to the animal; (6)
the circumstances under which such harm, neglect or cruelty came to be known by the
officer; and (7) the name and address of every person the officer reasonably suspects to
be responsible for such harm, neglect or cruelty.



(c) Not later than November 1, 2014, and monthly thereafter, the Commissioner of
Agriculture shall send a report to the Commissioner of Children and Families containing
all of the information received pursuant to subsection (b) of this section during the
preceding month.

§ 22-330. Authority of officers issuing summons

The commissioner, the Chief Animal Control Officer and any animal control officer in any
part of the state, any regional animal control officer in the territory to which he is
assigned and any municipal animal control officer in the municipality for which he has
been appointed may arrest any person and may issue a written complaint and summons
in furtherance thereof for any violation of any law relating to dogs or to any domestic
animal in the same manner police officers or constables may exercise in their respective
jurisdictions.

§ 22-332a. Use of dogs for medical research restricted

(a) No person shall procure or use any living dog for medical or biological teaching,
research or study except a hospital, educational institution or laboratory licensed for
such purpose in accordance with the provisions of section 22-332b. No such hospital,
educational institution or laboratory shall purchase or accept, without fee, any living dog
from any municipal animal control officer, pound, kennel or commercial kennel in this
state.

(b) No animal control officer or municipal animal control officer shall sell, give or transfer
any unclaimed, impounded dog to any animal dealer, whether or not such dealer is
licensed by the United States Department of Agriculture.

§ 22-351. Theft, killing or injuring of companion animal. Penalty. Liability

(a) Any person who steals, confines or conceals any companion animal, as defined in
section 22-351a, or who, with the intention of stealing such companion animal or
concealing its identity or the identity of its owner or with the intention of concealing the
fact that the companion animal is licensed, removes the collar or harness or tag from
any licensed companion animal, or who unlawfully kills or injures any companion animal,
shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than six
months, or both. For a second offense, or for an offense involving more than one
companion animal, any such person shall be guilty of a class E felony.

(b) Any person who violates the provisions of subsection (a) of this section shall be liable
to the owner in a civil action, except that, if such person intentionally kills or injures any
companion animal, such person shall be liable to the owner in a civil action as provided
in section 22-351a.

§ 22-351a. Liability for intentionally killing or injuring companion animal

(a) For the purposes of this section, “companion animal” means a domesticated dog or
cat that is normally kept in or near the household of its owner or keeper and is
dependent on a person for food, shelter and veterinary care, but does not include a dog
or cat kept for farming or biomedical research practices.



(b) Any person who intentionally kills or injures a companion animal, except in defense
of such person or another person or as otherwise authorized by law, shall be liable to the
owner of such companion animal for economic damages sustained by such owner
including, but not limited to, expenses of veterinary care, the fair monetary value of the
companion animal and burial expenses for the companion animal.

(c) In addition to any economic damages awarded pursuant to subsection (b) of this
section, and except as provided in subsection (d) of this section, the court may award
punitive damages in an amount not to exceed the jurisdictional monetary limit
established by subsection (d) of section 51-15, together with a reasonable attorney's fee.

(d) The court shall not assess punitive damages and a reasonable attorney's fee
pursuant to subsection (c) of this section against: (1) A veterinarian licensed pursuant to
chapter 3841 while following accepted standards of practice of the profession, (2) the
state or any political subdivision of the state or any employee, officer or agent thereof
while acting within the scope of such employee's, officer's or agent's employment or
official duties, or (3) an employee of or volunteer for a nonprofit organization or nonprofit
corporation organized and operated exclusively for the prevention of cruelty to animals
or the protection of stray, abandoned or mistreated animals while acting within the scope
of such employee's or volunteer's employment or duties.

§ 22-358. Killing of dogs doing damage. Restraint or disposal orders. Notice. Seizure.
Euthanasia and examination of potentially rabid animals. Complaints by persons
sustaining damage by dog to poultry, ratite, domestic rabbit, companion animal or
livestock. Orders. Appeals

(a) Any owner or the agent of any owner of any domestic animal or poultry, or the Chief
Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer, any municipal animal control officer,
any regional animal control officer or any police officer or state policeman, may kill any
dog which he observes pursuing or worrying any such domestic animal or poultry.

(b) Any person who is bitten, or who shows visible evidence of attack by a dog, cat or
other animal when such person is not upon the premises of the owner or keeper of such
dog, cat or other animal may kill such dog, cat or other animal during such attack. Such
person shall make complaint concerning the circumstances of the attack to the Chief
Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer or the municipal animal control officer
or regional animal control officer of the town wherein such dog, cat or other animal is
owned or kept. Any such officer to whom such complaint is made shall immediately
make an investigation of such complaint.

(c) The commissioner, the Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer, any
municipal animal control officer or any regional animal control officer may make any
order concerning the restraint or disposal of any biting dog, cat or other animal as the
commissioner or such officer deems necessary. Notice of any such order shall be given
to the person bitten by such dog, cat or other animal within twenty-four hours. The owner
of such animal shall pay all fees as set forth in section 22-333. Any owner or keeper of
such dog, cat or other animal who fails to comply with such order shall be guilty of a
class D misdemeanor. If an owner or keeper fails to comply with a restraining order
made pursuant to this subsection, the Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control
officer, any municipal animal control officer or any regional animal control officer may



seize the dog, cat or other animal to ensure such compliance and the owner or keeper
shall be responsible for any expenses resulting from such seizure. Any person aggrieved
by an order of any municipal animal control officer, the Chief Animal Control Officer, any
animal control officer or any regional animal control officer may request a hearing before
the commissioner within fourteen days of the issuance of such order. Any order issued
pursuant to this section that requires the restraint of an animal shall be effective upon its
issuance and shall remain in effect during any appeal of such order to the commissioner.
After such hearing, the commissioner may affirm, modify or revoke such order as the
commissioner deems proper. Any dog owned by a police agency of the state or any of
its political subdivisions is exempt from the provisions of this subsection when such dog
is under the direct supervision, care and control of an assigned police officer, is currently
vaccinated and is subject to routine veterinary care. Any guide dog owned or in the
custody and control of a blind person or a person with a mobility impairment is exempt
from the provisions of this subsection when such guide dog is under the direct
supervision, care and control of such person, is currently vaccinated and is subject to
routine veterinary care.

(d) Any dog, while actually worrying or pursuing deer, may be killed by the Chief Animal
Control Officer or an animal control officer or by a conservation officer or special
conservation officer appointed by the Commissioner of Energy and Environmental
Protection, or by any police officer or state policeman. The owner or keeper of any dog
found worrying or pursuing a deer shall be guilty of a class D misdemeanor.

(e) Any person who kills any dog, cat or other animal in accordance with the provisions
of this section shall not be held criminally or civilly liable therefor.

(f) Repealed by P.A. 19-197, § 1.
(g) Repealed by P.A. 05-175, § 24.

(h) A person who sustains damage by a dog to such person's poultry, ratite, domestic
rabbit, companion animal or livestock as defined in section 22-278 shall make complaint
concerning circumstances of the attack by such dog on any such animal or livestock to
the Chief Animal Control Officer, any animal control officer or the municipal animal
control officer or regional animal control officer of the town in which such dog is owned
or kept. An officer to whom such complaint is made shall immediately investigate such
complaint. If such officer finds that the complainant's animal has been bitten or attacked
by a dog when the attacked animal was not on the premises of the owner or keeper of
the attacking dog and provided the complainant's animal was under the control of the
complainant or on the complainant's property, such officer, the commissioner, the Chief
Animal Control Officer or any animal control officer may make any order concerning the
restraint or disposal of such attacking dog as the commissioner or such officer deems
necessary. An owner or keeper of such dog who fails to comply with such order shall be
guilty of a class D misdemeanor. If the owner or keeper of such dog fails to comply with
an order made pursuant to this subsection, the Chief Animal Control Officer or any
animal control officer, municipal animal control officer or regional animal control officer
may seize the dog to ensure such compliance, and the owner or keeper of such dog
shall be responsible for any expenses resulting from such seizure. A person aggrieved
by an order of the Chief Animal Control Officer or any animal control officer, municipal



animal control officer or regional animal control officer made pursuant to this subsection
may request a hearing before the commissioner not later than fourteen days after the
issuance of such order. After such hearing, the commissioner may affirm, modify or
revoke such order as the commissioner deems proper. A dog owned by a police agency
of the state or any of its political subdivisions is exempt from the provisions of this
section when such dog is under the direct supervision, care and control of an assigned
police officer, has been vaccinated annually and is subject to routine veterinary care.

§ 29-108c. Prevention of cruelty to animals

Any officer or agent of the Connecticut Humane Society may lawfully interfere to prevent
the perpetration of any act of cruelty upon any animal in his presence, and any person
who interferes with or obstructs or resists any such officer or agent in the discharge of
his duty shall be fined not more than fifty dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days.

§ 53-247. Cruelty to animals. Animals engaged in exhibition of fighting. Intentional injury
or killing of police animals or dogs in volunteer canine search and rescue teams

(a) Any person who overdrives, drives when overloaded, overworks, tortures, deprives of
necessary sustenance, mutilates or cruelly beats or kills or unjustifiably injures any
animal, or who, having impounded or confined any animal, fails to give such animal
proper care or neglects to cage or restrain any such animal from doing injury to itself or
to another animal or fails to supply any such animal with wholesome air, food and water,
or unjustifiably administers any poisonous or noxious drug or substance to any domestic
animal or unjustifiably exposes any such drug or substance, with intent that the same
shall be taken by an animal, or causes it to be done, or, having charge or custody of any
animal, inflicts cruelty upon it or fails to provide it with proper food, drink or protection
from the weather or abandons it or carries it or causes it to be carried in a cruel manner,
or fights with or baits, harasses or worries any animal for the purpose of making it
perform for amusement, diversion or exhibition, shall, for a first offense, be fined not
more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than one year or both, and for
each subsequent offense, shall be guilty of a class D felony.

(b) Any person who maliciously and intentionally maims, mutilates, tortures, wounds or
kills an animal shall, (1) for a first offense, be guilty of a class D felony, and (2) for any
subsequent offense, be guilty of a class C felony. The provisions of this subsection shall
not apply to any licensed veterinarian while following accepted standards of practice of
the profession or to any person while following approved methods of slaughter under
section 22-272a, while performing medical research as an employee of, student in or
person associated with any hospital, educational institution or laboratory, while following
generally accepted agricultural practices or while lawfully engaged in the taking of
wildlife.

(c) Any person who knowingly (1) owns, possesses, keeps or trains an animal engaged
in an exhibition of fighting for amusement or gain, (2) possesses, keeps or trains an
animal with the intent that it be engaged in an exhibition of fighting for amusement or
gain, (3) permits an act described in subdivision (1) or (2) of this subsection to take place
on premises under his control, (4) acts as judge or spectator at an exhibition of animal



fighting for amusement or gain, or (5) bets or wagers on the outcome of an exhibition of
animal fighting for amusement or gain, shall be guilty of a class D felony.

(d) Any person who intentionally injures any animal while such animal is in the
performance of its duties under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in section
53a-3, or intentionally injures a dog that is a member of a volunteer canine search and
rescue team, as defined in section 5-249, while such dog is in the performance of its
duties under the supervision of the active individual member of such team, shall be guilty
of a class D felony.

(e) Any person who intentionally kills any animal while such animal is in the performance
of its duties under the supervision of a peace officer, as defined in section 53a-3, or
intentionally kills a dog that is a member of a volunteer canine search and rescue team,
as defined in section 5-249, while such dog is in the performance of its duties under the
supervision of the active individual member of such team, shall be fined not more than
ten thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than ten years, or both.

§ 53-248. Sale or treatment of animals unable to work

Any person who sells, offers for sale, trades or gives away any horse for the purpose of
being worked, which could not be worked in this state without violating the provisions of
section 53-247, or any person who leads, rides or drives an animal on any public
highway for any purpose except that of conveying the animal to a suitable place for its
humane keeping or killing or for medical or surgical treatment, which animal could not be
worked in this state without violating the provisions of said section, shall be fined not
more than two hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than six months or both.

§ 53-249. Cruelty to poultry

Any crate or other container used for the purpose of transporting, shipping or holding for
sale any live poultry shall be in a sanitary condition and shall be constructed so as to
provide sufficient ventilation and warmth, and such poultry, while in such container, shall
receive such reasonable care as may be required to prevent unnecessary suffering. Any
person who violates any provision of this section shall be guilty of a class D
misdemeanor.

§ 53-249a. Sale of dyed fowl or rabbits prohibited

Any person who sells or offers for sale at retail or gives away, living chickens, ducklings,
other fowl or rabbits, which have been dyed, colored or otherwise treated so as to import
to them an artificial color, shall be fined not more than one hundred and fifty dollars.

§ 53-250. Use of animals, reptiles and birds

Any person who uses any animal, reptile or bird for the purpose of soliciting any alms,
collection, contribution, subscription, donation or payment of money, or uses any animal
or bird as a prize or award in the operation of any game or device, or exhibits any wild



animal in connection with any business for the purpose of attracting trade upon any
street, highway or public park or at any fair, exhibition or place of amusement, recreation
or entertainment, or owns, keeps or has in his custody any animal, reptile or bird for any
such purpose, shall be guilty of a class D misdemeanor, but no provision of this section
shall be construed so as to apply to the exhibition of any animal, reptile or bird by any
educational institution or in a zoological garden or in connection with any theatrical
exhibition or circus or to the use of any animal in a cow-chip raffle.

§ 53-251. Docking of horses' tails

(a) Any person who cuts the bone of the tail of any horse for the purpose of docking the
tail or who cuts the muscles or tendons of the tail of a horse, or otherwise operates upon
it in any manner for the purpose or with the effect of altering the natural carriage of the
tail, or who causes or knowingly permits such cutting or operation to be done upon
premises of which he is the owner, lessee, proprietor or user, or assists in or is present
at such cutting or operation, shall be fined not more than three hundred dollars or
imprisoned not more than one year or both. Any horse with a tail set or apparently with a
tail set shall be accessible and subject to inspection by any officer or agent of the
Connecticut Humane Society.

(b) If a horse is found with the bone, muscles or tendons of its tail so cut and with the
wound resulting from such cutting unhealed upon the premises of any person, such facts
shall be prima facie evidence that the person who occupies or has the use of the
premises on which such horse is so found has committed the offense described in
subsection (a). If a horse is found with the bone, muscles or tendons of its tail so cut and
with the wound resulting from such cutting unhealed in the charge or custody of any
person, such facts shall be prima facie evidence that the person having the charge or
custody of such horse has committed the offense charged in said subsection (a).

(c) No provision of this section shall be construed to prevent the operation by a
registered veterinarian upon the tail of a horse when such operation is necessary for the
health of the horse or is the means of effecting the natural carriage of its tail.

§ 53-252. Transportation of animals on railroads

No railroad company, in transporting animals, shall permit them to be confined in cars
more than twenty-eight consecutive hours, except when transported in cars in which
they have proper food, water, space and opportunity for rest, without unloading them for
food, water and rest, for at least five consecutive hours, unless prevented by storm or
other accidental cause; and, in estimating such confinement, the time during which the
animals have been confined, without such rest, on connecting roads from which they are
received, shall be included. Animals so unloaded shall be properly fed, watered and
sheltered during such rest by the owner or person having their custody or, on his
neglect, by the railroad company transporting them, at his expense; and such company
shall, in such case, have a lien upon such animals for food, care and custody furnished
and shall not be liable for any detention of them for such purpose. Any such company or
the owner or custodian of such animals, who does not comply with the provisions of this
section, shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars. The knowledge and acts of



agents of, and of persons employed by, such company, in regard to animals transported,
owned or employed by it or in its custody, shall be held to be its acts and knowledge.

§ 53-253. Notice of arrest of offender to be given

Any person making an arrest for a violation of the laws relating to cruelty to animals shall
use reasonable diligence to give notice thereof to the owner of animals found in the
charge or custody of the person arrested and shall properly care and provide for them
until their owner takes charge of them, provided the owner shall take charge of them
within sixty days from the date of such notice; and the person making such arrest shall
have a lien on such animals for the expense of such care and provision.



