States’ Animal Cruelty Statutes: Wyoming

Current through the 2020 Budget Session of the Wyoming Legislature. Current through
Chapters 1-3 of the 2020 Special Session of the Wyoming Legislature.

§ 6-3-203. Cruelty to animals; penalties; limitation on manner of destruction

(a) A person commits cruelty to animals if he knowingly and with intent to cause death,
injury or undue suffering:

(i) Overrides an animal or drives an animal when overloaded; or

(i) Unnecessarily or cruelly beats, tortures, torments, injures, mutilates or
attempts to kill an animal; or

(iii) Carries an animal in a manner that poses undue risk of injury or death.

(b) A person commits cruelty to animals if he has the charge and custody of any animal
and unnecessarily fails to provide it with the proper food, drink or protection from the
weather, or cruelly abandons the animal, or in the case of immediate, obvious, serious
illness or injury, fails to provide the animal with appropriate care.

(c) A person commits aggravated cruelty to animals if he:
(i) Repealed by Laws 1987, ch. 91, § 2.

(i) Owns, possesses, keeps or trains fowls or dogs with the intent to allow the
dog or fowl to engage in an exhibition of fighting with another dog or fowl;

(iii) Repealed by Laws 1987, ch. 91, § 2.
(iv) For gain causes or allows any dog or fowl to fight with another dog or fowl;

(v) Knowingly permits any act prohibited under paragraphs (ii) or (iv) of this
subsection on any premises under his charge or control; or

(vi) Promotes any act prohibited under paragraphs (ii) or (iv) of this subsection.

(d) A person shall not destroy an animal by the use of a high-altitude decompression
chamber or a carbon monoxide gas chamber utilizing a gasoline engine. This subsection
is uniformly applicable to all cities and towns.

(e) Unless punishable under subsection (n) of this section, a violation of this section is a
misdemeanor punishable by imprisonment for not more than six (6) months, a fine of not
more than seven hundred fifty dollars ($750.00), or both except that a subsequent
offense or aggravated cruelty to animals as defined by subsection (c) of this section is a
high misdemeanor punishable by not more than one (1) year imprisonment, a fine of not
more than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00), or both.

(f) Nothing in subsection (c) of this section may be construed to prohibit:

(i) The use of dogs in the management of livestock by the owner of the livestock,
his employees or agents or other persons in lawful custody of the livestock;



(ii) The use of dogs or raptors in hunting; or

(iii) The training of dogs or raptors or the use of equipment in the training of dogs
or raptors for any purpose not prohibited by law;

(iv) Repealed by Laws 2000, ch. 86, § 2.
(v) Repealed by Laws 2000, ch. 86, § 2.
(vi) Repealed by Laws 2000, ch. 86, § 2.

(g) A person commits cruelty to animals if he is knowingly present at any place where an
exhibition of fighting of fowls or dogs is occurring for amusement or gain.

(h) If a person convicted of a violation of this section is also the owner of the animal, the

court may require the person to forfeit ownership of the animal to the county in which the
person is convicted. This subsection shall not affect the interest of any secured party or

other person who has not participated in the offense.

(j) In addition to any sentence and penalties imposed under subsections (e), (h) and (n)
of this section, the court may:

(i) Require the defendant to pay all reasonable costs incurred in providing
necessary food and water, veterinary attention and treatment for any animal
affected; and

(i) Prohibit or limit the defendant's ownership, possession or custody of animals,
as the court deems appropriate.

(k) Each animal affected by the defendant's conduct may constitute a separate count for
the purposes of prosecution, conviction, sentencing and penalties under this section.

(m) Nothing in subsection (a), (b), (c)(vii) or (n) of this section shall be construed to
prohibit:

(i) A person from humanely destroying an animal, including livestock;

(ii) The use of industry accepted agricultural and livestock practices on livestock
or other animal used in the practice of agriculture;

(iii) Rodeo events, whether the event is performed in a rodeo, fair, jackpot,
agricultural exhibition or otherwise; or

(iv) The hunting, capture, killing or destruction of any predatory animal or other
wildlife in any manner not otherwise prohibited by law.

(n) A person commits a felony punishable by not more than two (2) years imprisonment,
a fine of not more than five thousand dollars ($5,000.00) or both, if the person:

(i) Commits aggravated cruelty to animals as defined in subsection (c) of this
section, resulting in the death or required euthanasia of the animal; or

(i) Knowingly, and with intent to cause death or undue suffering, cruelly beats,
tortures, torments or mutilates an animal.



(o) There is created the “cruelty to household pet animals protection account.” Funds
shall be credited to the account as provided by law. Funds in the account are
continuously appropriated to the attorney general to reimburse county law enforcement
agencies for eligible expenses regarding household pet animal cruelty cases under
subsection (p) of this section. The attorney general shall develop rules and regulations to
establish eligible expenses and to determine how county law enforcement agencies will
be reimbursed for the costs of any household pet animal cruelty case, in an amount not
to exceed ninety percent (90%) in any particular case. Any reimbursement under this
subsection shall be contingent upon available funding and upon a showing that the
agency has made reasonable efforts to seek reimbursement from the offender of
expenses incurred by the agency, as permitted by law. All funds in the account may be
used for and are continuously appropriated for eligible expenses authorized to be made
under this subsection. The cruelty to household pet animals protection account shall be
a permanent, nonreversion account within the state auditor's office. As used in this
subsection and subsection (p) of this section, “household pet” means any privately-
owned dog, cat, rabbit, guinea pig, hamster, mouse, gerbil, ferret, bird, fish, reptile,
amphibian, invertebrate or any other species of domesticated animal sold, transferred or
retained for the purpose of being kept as a pet in or near a house. “Household pet” shall
not include any livestock as defined in W.S. 23-1-102(a)(xvi).

(p) A person commits household pet animal cruelty if he:

(i) Keeps any household pet in a manner that results in chronic or repeated
serious physical harm to the household pet; or

(ii) Keeps the household pet confined in conditions which constitute a public
health hazard.

§ 11-29-101. Definitions
(a) As used in this act:
(i) Repealed by Laws 2011, ch. 100, § 3, eff. July 1, 2011.

(i) “Owner” or “person” means any individual including the agents and
employees of corporations;

(iii) “Torture” or “cruelty” means every act, omission or neglect whereby the willful
and malicious infliction of pain or suffering is caused, permitted or allowed to
continue when there is a reasonable remedy or relief;

(iv) “Disposal” means as defined in W.S. 11-24-101(a)(iv);
(v) “Livestock” means as defined in W.S. 23-1-102(a)(xvi);
(vi) “Livestock animal” means:

(A) Any bovine, including domestic bison, equine, swine, sheep, goat,
domesticated camelid animal, ratite bird, rabbit or poultry; or



(B) Any animal used or harvested for any good and proper purpose
including but not limited to food, fiber, fur, leather, medical research and
byproducts; or

(C) Any animal used or trained for work, sport, exhibit or entertainment.
(vii) “This act” means W.S. 11-29-101 through 11-29-115.
§ 33-30-212. Denial, suspension and revocation of licenses

(a) Upon written complaint sworn to by any person, the board may after a fair hearing
and by a concurrence of all members, deny, revoke or suspend for a certain time the
license of, or reprimand, any applicant or licensed veterinarian who upon proof to the
satisfaction of the board:

(i) Has employed fraud, misrepresentation, or deception in obtaining a license;
(i) Has been adjudicated insane;
(iii) Has habitually used drugs or intoxicants;

(iv) Has been convicted of a felony that relates to the practice of veterinary
medicine or to the ability to practice veterinary medicine or has entered a plea of
nolo contendere upon being charged with commission of such a felony;

(v) Has been convicted of a violation of any federal or state law relating to
narcotic drugs;

(vi) Has used advertising or solicitation deemed unprofessional by the board;

(vii) Has been guilty of gross malpractice or gross neglect in the practice of
veterinary medicine which has endangered the health or life of any person or
animal;

(viii) Has had professional association with or employed any person practicing
veterinary medicine unlawfully;

(ix) Has committed acts of fraud or dishonesty; especially in the application or
reporting of any test for disease in animals;

(x) Has failed to report, if required by law, or made false report of, any contagious
or infectious disease;

(xi) Has been guilty of gross negligence in the inspection of foodstuffs or the
issuance of health certificate, inspection certificate or vaccination certificate or
other form used in the practice of veterinary medicine contributing to the
dissemination of animal disease, transportation of diseased animals, or the sale
of products of animal origin not fit for human consumption;

(xii) Has had a license to practice veterinary medicine by another state, territory,
or district of the United States revoked or suspended on grounds other than
nonpayment of registration fee;



(xiii) Has been guilty of unprofessional conduct as defined in regulations adopted
by the board;

(xiv) Has been guilty of willful or repeated violation of any provision of this act [§§
33-30-201 through 33-30-215];

(xv) Has willfully failed to display a license to practice veterinary medicine in the
state of Wyoming;

(xvi) Has failed to keep the equipment and premises of the business
establishment in a clean and sanitary condition as established by rules of the
board;

(xvii) Has refused to permit the board to inspect the business premises of the
licensee during regular business hours;

(xviii) Has been convicted of a charge of cruelty to animals;

(xix) Has failed to answer to the board, when so requested in writing, in regard to
information relating to any of the violations listed under this section.

(b) Upon receipt from the department of family services of a certified copy of an order
from a court to withhold, suspend or otherwise restrict a license issued by the board, the
board shall notify the party named in the court order of the withholding, suspension or
restriction of the license in accordance with the terms of the court order. No appeal
under the Wyoming Administrative Procedure Act shall be allowed for a license withheld,
suspended or restricted under this subsection.

§ 11-29-106. Livestock board; authority to prevent cruelty; penalty for interference with
officer

Any peace officer, agent or officer of the board may lawfully interfere to prevent the
perpetration of any act of cruelty upon any livestock animal in his presence. Any person
who interferes with, obstructs or resists any peace officer or officer or agent of the board
in the discharge of his duty shall be fined not less than two hundred dollars ($200.00) nor
more than one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500.00), or imprisoned not more than
one (1) year, or both.



